# THE SCIENCE

Whieh Luetgert Is On Trial and Which It Is Believed the Prisoner Had Read.
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The Ruthor's Purpose.

‘.V; CHAPTER III. tators who were erowded In the conrt reom had grown to be vlolent and bitter partisans, to such en ex- G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New Yorl. i
7 tent that (he police watched them closely. Tlie attorneys for the T'eople were drumatic and denunciatory, Dear Sirs—With reference to ecertaln erlticlsms that '.
.,/ T HE place which Samuel Walcatt had selected for the residence of Nina San Crolx was far uwp I the and foreed th ;
L

eir case with arrégant confidence. Mason, as connssl for the prizoner, was Indifierent snd

have come to the publishers of my volume, “The Strange
northern suburb of New York, The place was very old. Thi lawn was Inrge and {ll-Kept; the house, & listless. Thronghout the entire trinl He ha

fective, the peopla must be brought to see and appre-
ontll to-day. Just let me put it In the cellar, now, Auntle, and don't say a word to tha lady about It, and hin glasses, “On whnt gronnd? bhe sald onrtly. i . oo

d sat almost motlonless at the table, his gaunt form bent over, Bchemes of Randolph Mason,” I desire to recall to you +
gquare, old-fazhloned brick, was set far back from the street, and partly hidden by trees. Around it h!s’ long legs drawn up under his chalr, and his wenry, heavy-miuscled face, with it8 resless eyes, fixed and my original purpose in the preparation of the volume, 5 It
A starlng out over the heads of the § us like a gle mask. The Bur, snd even the Judge, belleyed : =B g € X
/3 Bl was a rusty lron fence. The pldce had the air of genteel Tuln, such as one finds in the Virginlas. i fﬁhp St IT ozl uEy. “‘sth_ o frag " e ge, It is a maxim' of our system that the law-making il
¥V ' an, driving a dray, stopped In : B "5 counsel bad abandoned his ense, : ’ r = 1
;»j Ul l‘:ln a Th;rsuay of November, about 3 oclot:ik i:: t:u :Itertnoon. aullrttle m w.o. m\‘ e:me do:n th?ne 3 When counsel pnnouncéd that le hod olosed for the Paople, the Judge turned and looked gravely dows powelr of t!l;m state restia, in the first instance, with the ‘
L € flley af the rear of the house. As be opened the back gate an old negro wom P8 gt Maoson, “Sir,'" he sald, “the evidenso for the defence may now be introduced.” people of the state, This power, for the purpose of cons (fasty
from the kitelien gnd demanded to know what he wanted. The drayman asked If the lady of the house was Randolph Mason arose slowly and faced the Judge. venlencs, is delegated at times to certain selected persons i

) _55- In. The old negro answered that she was asleep st this hour and could not be seen. * a2 }]'Erlmur Honor plense,’ he sald, speaking slowly and dlstinetly, *the defendant has no mam&. to Wwho meet together In order to put into effect the will of 1 3
Ty v AR " ' offer.” & paused while n murmur of astoulshment rah over the eourt room. “But, If Your Honor the people. e
;;}_" That Is g“_"ﬂv sald the little man, “now there won't be any row. I brought up some u“’r' of Wine. iiaen He continned, “I move that the juty be dirseted to find the prisoner not gullfy." It 18, therefore, clear that if the law s unjust or de-

1;5 which ghe ordered from onr house last week and which the Boss told me to deliver at onge, but I forgoet it The crowd stirred, The counsel for the People sumilled. The Judge locked sharply at the speaker over

Eit) ciate such Injustice or defects and to demand the neces-

W ) e " "y " o i

! ;‘(; Bhe n:un t ever know that it was not brought up on time. t X u"t_ho ground, r,-_'plted Mnason, “that the corpos dellet! has not been proven.” sary amendment in the law. The writer who polnts

& The old negro went back Into the kitenon and the lttle man began to uniosd the dray. He carried In ALl” gald the Jwdge, for onee loslng bhir udiclal geavity. t to th h h

¥ 4 five wine cases and stowed them nwey In the back part of the cellar as the old woman had dircoted. "If Your Honor, please,” sald Mason, vieing, “this 48 a matter of law, plaln, clesr, and so wall settled out to ths people the yices of the law cannot be

-“ .

Then, atter huving satlsfied himself that no one wns watching, he took from the dray two heavy paper In ths State of New York that even counsel for the People shonlfl know it. The question before Your Honor eald to do evil, unless the law of the land is to be made

o Backs, prestimably filled with flohr, and a Ilttle ‘bunfle wrapped in an old newspaper; thess he earefully is simple. If the corpus dellct], the body of the crime, has been proven, as required by the laws of the by & narrow patriciats sitting, like the anclant Aresopagus i
§7#% bid beliind the wine cases in the cellar, After a while he eloged the door, climbed on his drey, and drove off commonealih, then this case should go to the Jury, If not, then It 15 the duty of thls Court to direct the of Athens, In the dark,” With very great respect,

/ i.ﬁ down the alley, / : Jury to find the prisoner not gullty. There !5 no room for judiclal discretion, Your Honor has but to recall MELVILLE D. POST.

e About 8 o’clock In the evenlng of the same day, 8 Mexican sallor 'dodged In the front gate and slipped and npply the rigld rule announced by our courts preseriblng distinctly how the corpus delletl In murder

s

down to the side of the house, He stopped by the window end tapped on'lt with his fingor. In a moment miust be proven.
& woman opened the door. She was tall, lithe, and splendllly proportioned, with & dark Bpanlsh face and “The prisoner here standas charged with the highest crime.
stralght Lair. The man stepped inside. The woman bolted the door and turned round, fact, be established,

S

The law demanils, first, that the crime, a8 a
The fact that the vietim 15 Indeed dead must first bo made certain before a0y ons

==

"

“Ah'" ghe gall, smiling, “it 18 you, Semor? How good of you." can be convicted for her killing, Lecuuse, 86 long ns thare remaing the remotest doubt es to the death, there*

i ,f"‘ “The man started. “Whom else did yon expect?” he sald quickly, con be no certalnty fs to the criminal agent, mithongh the elrcumstantial evidence Indicating the gullt of

Sl Lo “On!" laughed the woman, *‘perhaps the Archbishop. thie gecused may be positive, complets, and utterly irresistible. In murder, the corpus delictl, or Dody of the
oy ;;": YNina!" anld thie man, In o broken volce that expressed love, humility and reproach, Hig face was crime, 18 composd of two elementst

white under the blick sunbur. ; “Death, as a resnlt,
For n morment the woman wavered. A ghadow, filtted over her eyes, then she stepped back. *Ne,” she “The erimingl agency of another as tha mesna,
sald, ‘“‘not yet." "It s the fixed and immutable lnw of this Btate, Inld down In the l=ading cnse of Ruloff vs. The Peos
The man walked meross to the fire, sank down In a chalr, and coverad lla face with hls handa. The ple, and binding upon thls Court, that both components of the corpus delletl shall not be established by
woman sfepped op noiselessly behind him and leaned over thie chalr. The mun was either In great ageny elrcumstantinl evidence, Thera must be direct proof of one or the other of these two comnonent elements

SN

= ;‘_, or else le was a snperb actor, for the muscles of his neck twitched violently and his shoulders trembled. of the corpua gelletl. If one !a proven by direct evidence, the other mAay be presumed; hut both shall not
- J “6h," he muttered, as though echoing his thoughts, “'I can't do/lt, I can’y,” be presumed from clreumstances, no matter how powerfnl, how cogent, or how completely overwhelming
~ Vo The woman caught the words and lenped up as thongh some one had struck her In the face. Bhe threw the elrcumstances may be, In other words, ne man can be eonvioted of murdler In the Btate of New York,
);,p back her head, Her nostrils dilnted and her eyes flashed. % unless the body of the viotlm be found and Identifled, or theére be direst proof that the prisoner did some

- Ao

“You ean't do It!" she orlad. "“Then yon do love herl You shall do'It] Do you hear me? You ghall do pct adeguuts to produce death, and 4ld It In stch a m
Itl You killed him! ¥You got rid of him! but you shall not get rid of me. I haye the evidence, all of It. body."”
The Arciiblshop sill have It to-morrow. They shall hang you! Do you hedr me? They shall hang youl” The face of the Judge cleared and grew hard, The membern of the Bar were attentive and mlort;
The woman's volce rose, It was loud and shrill, The mnn turned slowly around withont looking up, and they were beginning to see the legal espnpe open up. The andlence were pnzzled; they did not yst under
strefched ont Lis arms toward the woman. She stopped and looked down at him. The fire gllttered for & ooy ™ yoo oo B o S0 the connsel for the Peopla, Hig ugly fuce was bitter with contempt.
mament amd then died out of her eyes, her bosom heaved and her lips began to tremble, With a cry she Mnson saw It all, and grinned. “In Its tenderness,” lie eneéred, *the law shlelds the Innocent The
fiung Hergelf Into his arms, canght him around the neck, end pressed his face close up to her cheek. good lnw of New York reaches out its hand and 1ifts the prisoner out of the clutchew of the flerca jury thap
“Oh! Dick, ek, she sobbed, “1 do love you sol I can't llve without youl Not another hour, Dick! would hang him.”
I want you so much, go much, Dick!" ~

anner as to account for the dlsappearance of the
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The mon shifted bis rlght arm quickly, slipped & great Mexlean knife out of hin sleeve, and passed his -t fMaf:n Iﬂ"; ‘1““:‘1- Th;“m?m was alll;ﬂ:- 'I;ht; Jurymen !doc;ked gtlmch other in amazement. The coun-
liggers slowly up the womnah's side untll he faje the heart beat undar his hand, then he ralsed the kmife, ?'rY 8: He nap:s T“‘ 1a 7 ]?Icedwns !w ito W SEBEKy au lnql:'e 9 rm'm“ t !..
gripped the hundle tight, and drove the keen blade Into the woman’s bosom. The hot blood gushed out over our *onar, - he sald, “ihis doctrine Is monstrous, Can It be eild 1 In order to evade punishment,

his arm, and down on his lez. The body, Warm and limp, slipped down o hls arms, The man got up, palled the mnrderar_ hag only to hide or destroy the bods of the vietim, or alnk It Into the Sen? Then, If he !z not
out the knlfe, and throst It Into a sheath at his belt, unbuttoned the dress, and slipped It off the body. As ';3‘1 o ';l“' the lew ls Da‘;eﬂe“ and the tllnﬂrderfr ean snadp bis finger In the face of vetributive justice, If
he dld this a hundle of papers dropped upon the floor; these he glanced st hastlly and put into hig pocket. b l’ 18 the Iaw.!than the law for tho highest erime I3 & dead letter. The great commonwealth winks at
Then he took the dead woman up in nis wems, went ont into the hall, and starfed to go up the stairway, wmurder and iny i SYBYy ‘tixn to kil his enemy, provided he kil him In seeret and hiﬂ?‘hlm. I repeat, Your
The body was velaxed and heayy, and for thet reason alfficult to carry. He doubled It up into an awfal Honor —‘ui"ﬁ man's volee was now loud and angry and rang through the court room—i‘that this doctrine ls Z
higap, with the knees against the chin, and wulked slowly snd heavily up the stnlrs and oug Into the bath. Monstrous FF::-
room, There lie lald the corpse down on the tlled floor. Then he opened the window, closed the shutters The counsel for the People resnmed his sent. Hls face lightad np with triumph. The Court was goilng )
inid lghted ihe gas. The bath-room wuas small and contalned an ordinary steel tub, porcelain.lined, stand- te sustain him, ' 3.
Ing neat the window and ralsed nbout six Inches sbove the flior. The sallor went over to the tub, pried The Judge turned and looked down at the jury. He was grave, and spoke with dellberatate emphasis,
upthe melal rim of the ottlet with his Enlfe, reinoved t, and fitted Into Its place a porcelaln dlsk which “Gentlemen of the jury,” he sald, “the rule of Lord Hale obtains in this State and 15 bindlng upon me,
he ook from his pocket: to this disk wos attuched n long platinum wire, the end of which he fastened to the It Is the law as stated by counsel for the prisoner: that to warrant convietion of murder thers must be
ontelde of the tuh. After he had done this he went back to the body, setripped off fta clothing, put It direct proof either of-the death, as the finding angd {dentifioation of the corpse, or of criminal viclence ade- §
down In the tub and began to dismember It sylth the grest Mexican knife. The blade was strong and sharp quate to produce death, and exerted In such a manner a8 to account for the disappearsnce of the body;
ns & ragor, The mun worked rapldly and with the greatest care. and it is only when there Is'direct proof of the one that the other can be established by elrcumstantial evi-
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to Repeat the Tragedy That Was Pictured by the Novelist®

When he had finnlly eut the body Into ns small pleces as possible, he replaced the knife In Its sheath, dence. This I8 the law, and cannot now be departed from, I do not presume to explain ity wisdom, Ohief
washed Lis bands, and went out of the bathroom and downstairs to the lower hall. The sallor seemed per- Justice Johinson has observed, In tha I¢ading case, that It may have ite probable foundation In the ldea
fectly familine with the honse. By a slde door he passed Into the cellar. There he lighted the gas, opened that where direct proof Id absent as to both the fact of the denth and of eriminal violence capable of pro-
oné of thie wine cnses, and, taking up all the bottles that be could convenlently carry, returned to the ducing death, no evidence can rise to the degres of morsl certalnty that the individual 15 dead by oriminal
bith rogm.. There he poured he contenrs intn the tub on the dismembered body, and then returned to-the intervention, or even lend by direct Infererive to fhls refult; nnd thet, where the fact of death Is not
cellar with the empty bottles, which he replaced (n the wine cuses. This he continued to do until all the certainly ascertained, all Inculpatory cironmstantinl evidence wants the key necessary for it setisfuotory
eages but gune were emptied, and the bath tub was more than half full of liguid. This liquld was sulpliurio Interpretation, snd camnot be depended on to furnlsh more than probuble results, It may be, also, that
aeld. y 3 sch a rule has gome reference to the dangerous possilllity that a ganeral preconception of gullt, or a gen-

When the sallor returned to the cellar with the last empty wine bottle he opened the fifth case, which ersl excltement of populir feeling, may creep In to supply the plrece of evidence, 1f, opon other than dlrsot
really contdined wine, took sume of It out, and ponred a Iittle Into each of the cmpty bottles In order to te- proof of death or n cause of death, m Jury are permitted to pronounce a prisoner gullty,
move any possible odor of the sulphurle acid. Then be turned out the gos and broughi up to the balh room "“In this ecase the body bag not been found, and there {5 no direct proof of oriminal agency on the
with him the two paper four encks and the litle heavy bundle. These sacks were filled with nltrate of part of the brlsoner, although thé chnln of elrcumstantinl evidence 18 complete and irresietible In the high-
sodn, He set them down by the door, opened the little bundle, and took out two long rubber tubes, ench! est degree, Nevertheless, It 18 all elrcumstantinl evidence, snd under the Inws of New York the prisoher
attaclied to a heuvy gas burner, not ynlike the ordinery Durners of n small gas stove. He fostened thbe cannot be punished. T have no right of digeretion. The Inw does not permit a conviction in this osse, ale
tubes to fwo of the gas Jews, put the burners under the tub, tnrned the gas on full, and lighted it. Thcn ho though cvery one of us may be mornlly certaln of the prisones’s gullt. am, therefors, gentlemen of the
threw Into the tub the woman's clothing and the pnpers which he hnd found on her body, after which he Jury, compelled to direet you to find the prigoner not gullty.”
took up' the two heavy sacks of nitrate of snda and dropped them carefully into the sulphurle aclid. When When the sudience fully reallzed what the J udge had sald they werp amared end sllent. They kmew ns
he hind done thls he went quickly out of the bath room and closad the door. . well as men could know that Victor Ancona was gullty of murder, and yet he was now golng out of the

IHe dendly declds at once attack:d the Lody and began to desiroy ii: as the beat Increased tho aclds court room free, Could It happen that the law protected only sagainat the blundering rogoe?! They bad
bolled and rué destrnctlve process wis raptd and awful. Prom time to flme the sallor opened the donr of beird alwnys of the boasted completenpss of the law which maglstrates from time Immemorin] had la- '
the bath room-eautiously, and, heldliig a wet towel over hls mouth and nose, looked In nt his horrible work. bored to perfect, end mow when ths skllful villnls sought to evade it, they saw how weak a thing it was. %
At the end of n few hours there was only a ewimming muss {n the tub. When the man luoked at 4 o'clotk,
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E CHAPTER V.

it wos all n thick marky Hgold. He tumned off the gas quickly and stepped bock out of the room, Far -

pertiaps kalf an hour he walted In the hall: fiually, when the acids had cooled so that (hey ne longer gave ER wedding march of “Lohengrin" floated out from the Eplscopal Ohuroh of 8t. Mark, clear and sweet,
off fumed, he opened the dopr and went 18, took hold of the platinam wire and, pulling the porceinin dikk and perhaps heavy with Its paradox of wariing, The u_:eatre of hls coming contract, befors high
from the stop-cock, allownd the awfus ¢ontents of the tub to run out. Then he turned on the hot water, heaven was a wilderness of roses worth the taxes of a county. The high easts of Menhattan, by the

ringed the tob clean. awd riplnced she meral outlet. RBemoying the rubber tubes, he cut rhem Into pleces, frace
broke the porcelain (lzk, nad, rolling up the piatinum’ wire, vgaatu-ii it s}:l-_ down the u;;ver Ir;l-pe. Py wrought, ;
The fumes had escaped thraogh the open windaw: this he maw clogen und pet himself 1o p \g the . i
bath room In order, anl uffectnally removing every trnce of his night's work. The wallor moved around Dt;r In her private pew, ablage with jewels, and decked with fabrles from the deft band of many &
with' the very gréntest degree of eare, Finally, when he had arranged ‘everything to his complets satisfac- Weavedy sat Mrs, Mirinm Steuvisant as Imperlons and self-complacent as & queen. To her It was all o kind
tion, he pleked np the two burners, turned out the gas, nnd left the buth room, closing the door after him. of triumphal processlon, proclalming her ablilty as a genernl. With her were a cholee fow of the genus
From the bath room e went dircetly to the atfie, concealed the two riusty burners under a heap of tubblsh, homo, which obtalns ot the & o'clock tess, instituted, uay the suges, for the purposes of sptlnkilng the holy
and then walked earefilly and nolselessly down the steirs and through the lower hall. As he opened rhe water of Tethe
door and stepped into the room where he had killed the womun, two police officers spraug out and sefzed g

the checkbuok, were present, clothed In Parlsian purple and fine linen, cunningly and marvellously

bim. The man sereamad lke a wild henst token In'a trap and sank down. .'Sﬁum'" whispered Reggle Du Puyster, leaning forward, “I salute you. The ceramony sub jugum is 3
“HOh! oh! he erled, “It wos no nsel It w as no nse to Ao It Then ke recovered himself In a manner ORI ;. 0 ; ’ T8
gad vas sient. Thv ofcrr handenTed b eSmoned She'pirol, g fook Bl ut once to the il L VSISHLle tn sxenlent fellow wnemeres Mrk Stessients “aot u vice you dmow, Hepgler .
honge. Thers he «ald he was a Mezican gallor and thot his name. was Vietor Ancona: hut he would say altar.  ¥ive lap vertul® : : » r
nothing further. The following morning he sent for Randolph Mason and the two were long together, Samuel Walcott, stiil sunburned from hls cruise, stood befora the chancel with the only daughter of the 1
; i v blue-blooded Bt. Clairs. His face waa clear and honest and his voice firm. This was life and not romanoes,
43¢ CHAPTER IV,

y ok ¥ red with murder was clean as any.
the arrest of Vietor Ancons, the newspapers: polilished long sensational rticles,

] ! - : Y <= The lid of the sepulchre had closed and he had slipped £ under ft. And now, and ¢ ufter,
abseure defandant charged with murder has Ittle reason .to complaln of the law's delays. The . R R A 3 i 3 ENe e
l morning following The minleter ralsed bls voire, proclalming the holy unlon before God, and this twain, half pure, half

denourced hiin us o fend, and _cunv!cteg him. The Grand Jnry, as [t bapp d, wes in 1 The foul, now by divine ordinance one flesh, bowed down before it. No blood crled from the ground. he
sreliminaries ‘wers sgon freanged and the case was rallroaded Into trinl. The Indletment contilned a great sunlight of Ligh noon strenmed down through the window panes e a benedigtion,
many counts, anud chfged- the prisoner with-the murder of Nina' San Orolx by strikhig, stabbing, choking, Brek In the pew of Mrs. Mirlam Bteavisant, Reggle Du Puyster turncd down his thumb., “Habetit I
golsoning, and so forth, . - e he puld, % is
The trial had contluued for three days,'snd had appeared so- overwhelmingly. one-sided that the spoes FHD END,
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